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Locks of Love 

By: Lisa Oshita 

 It took him two years to grow his 
hair to the perfect length, and in a few min-
utes, ten inched of it was laying in the palm 
of his hand.  On December 15 2009, stu-
dents gathered around the quad at lunch to 
watch Mr. Vallejo, a 
seventh grade CORE 
teacher, and a couple 
of other students do-
nate ten inches of their 
hair to the Lock of 
Love Organization.  
The Locks of Love or-
ganization gives wigs to children going 
through hair loss from any medical diagno-
sis when their families canôt afford it.  Most 
of the children being helped by the organi-
zation are suffering from Alopecia Areata, a 
medical condition that has caused the hair 
loss and has no cause or cure.  The do-
nated wigs do wonderful things for the chil-
dren.  They help boost the childrenôs confi-
dence and help them ñto face the world and 
their peers.ò  

Professional stylists from the Locks 
of Love Organization and Ms. Zazoski came 
to Sutter Middle School and cut each stu-
dentôs hair.  The way they cut the studentôs 
hair was different, not like any regular salon 

cut.  The stylists gathered the hair in a 
low ponytail, cut above the hair band, and 
viola! Ten inches of hair ready to be made 
into a hair piece.   

ñI wanted to help the kids,ò said 
seventh grader Cynthia Garcia 
who had been growing her hair 
for a long time.  Most of the kids 
who were caring enough to do-
nate their hair wanted to help the 
suffering children, because what 
if it was them who had the medi-
cal diagnosis.  Walking around in 

public, going to dances, or just doing daily 
errands would be really uncomfortable if 
you lost all your hair.  Youôd feel different 
and separated, like everyone judges you 
just from your appearance.   

ñIôd like to thank the others who 
were brave enough to donate their hair.  It 
was very caring and kind of them and 
hopefully we might be able to do this 
again later on in the year,ò said Mr. 
Vallejo.  The outcome of the event was 
terrific, so many students came to watch 
or donate their hair to the Locks of Love 
organization.   
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Holiday Spirit Day 

 Before we had our winter vaca-
tion, Sutter students were decked in 
green, gold and red for the Holiday 
spirit day! Way to show your spirit 
Miners! 
 A week later, Sutter hosted a 
night dance, the Win-
ter Wonderland Ball. 
Lots of people were 
dressed formally and 
were dancing to the 
DJôs music. A light 
blue and white bal-
loon arch formed over 
the DJ. Many more 
blue and white bal-
loons floated over the 
dance floor. On the 
back of the stage, Bill Smith Profes-
sional Photography took pictures of 
groups of people. Overall, the Holi-
day Spirit Day and Dance were a hit. 

 
Twin Day 

There were many spirit days in 
2009. On Friday, January 15th, Sutter 
had its first spirit day of the New Year, 
its annual Twin Day. This spirit day 

Spirit Days 
By: Megan Cheng and Meghan Yamamoto 

was a big success. There was tons of Sut-
ter students dressed up with a partner in 
their fourth period class. All were trying to 
earn lots of spirit points for either the 7th or 
8th graders. Even the teachers dressed up 
as twins. 

During lunch there was an activity in 
the quad, hosted by the Leader-
ship class. All of the twins were 
lining up to have a balloon toss.  
Most of them got really wet and 
some of the Leadership students 
were even splashed by the many 
balloons that popped when they 
hit the ground. There was also an 
awesome band from Rio Ameri-
cano High School that played on 
the stage by the quad. Tons of 
students gathered around the 

band, dancing and listening to the music 
play. 

Overall, this spirit day was a big 
success and all of the students had a 
great time. This twin day was a terrific 
way to welcome the New Year. 
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Clubs Update 
By: Johnny Lam & Shirley Chan  

 Hey miners! This is your club activity 
update for the month of January! 
 This month, MESA will be having a 
math competition composed of pre-algebra 
and algebra. There will be solo competitions 
as well as team competitions. Pre-MESA day 
will be in March. There will be science com-
petitions such as bridge building, egg drop, 
mousetrap cars, windmill energy, and plenty 
more! MESA day will be in April at East Bay 
Hayward, so with those MESA members 
good luck! 
 SCOPE raised almost $1,400 for the 
Adopt-A-Family Fundraiser, thanks to all the 
generous donators. SCOPE has also an-
nounced that they will soon be having the 
Pennies-For-Patients Fundraiser, so remem-
ber to donate. Every penny counts! 
 The Sutter Ski & Snowboard Club will 
be going on a field trip on February 6th and 
February 20th, as well as March 6th and 20th. 
Anyone is still welcomed to join, so if you are 
interested, see Mr. Lee so he can fill you in 
on details. The trip costs $62 per trip and 

there is an optional two and a-half hour 
group lessons that costs $43. There are 
only 50 slots available, so sign up now! 
 Congratulations to Jake Kirian for 
winning the Top Speech Award! If you 
want to see Jake in action for yourself, 
there will be a debate tournament on 
January 23 at Sutter. If youôd like to be 
brave enough to debate with the Sutter 
team, there is still space available for the 
Speech and Debate Team. See Mr. Bara-
dat for more information. 
 Skateboard Club is hoping to join 

Mr. Leeôs Ski and Snowboard Club on a 

Santa Cruz field trip in May. Mr. Heckey 

and Mr. Gilbert said, new members are 

still welcome, ñas long as you have Vans 

and a scar.ò 

 They have leaked information 

about a skateboard video that they will be 

working on soon, so skaters, be ready!  
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Teacher Stories 
By: Tamiko Nesley and Phoebe Mar 

 Over winter break, many teachers 
did fun and interesting activities besides 
just correcting homework.  Most teach-
ers enjoy activities that students do too.  
For example, Ms. Peters started her win-
ter break off by visiting her family and 
getting lots of rest.  Then, when decided 
to hold off on all her chores and kick 
back, relax, and hang out with her 
friends. 
 Another teacher that had a lot of 
fun during the break was Ms. Harvey.  
She tried ice skating at the Mid-town ice 

ring.  Although she had loads of fun, she 
happened to fall a couple of times and had 
to take a couple days to nurse her sore el-
bow.  Still, she was determined to try her 
luck with skating again, but this time, with 
the help of some helpful tips from the Inter-
net.  If you pass by, maybe youôll catch a 
glimpse of Ms. 
Harvey skating it 
up at the Mid-town 
skating rink. 
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Upcoming Events 

January 28th- Air Rock, 6:00 P.M. 
(Cafeteria) 
 
January 29th- Half Day, End of the Semes-
ter, 8:19-12:19 P.M. 
 
January 30th-Basketball Championships at 
Hiram Johnson 
 
February 2ndï QSP Magazine Assembly 
 
February 3rd- Informational Soccer Meet-
ing at Lunch (Gym) 
 
February 8th- Lincoln Holiday (No School) 

February 10th-Informational Track Meeting at 
Lunch (Gym) 
 
February 11th- Valentineôs Day Dance, 6-8 P.M. 
(Cafeteria) 
 
February 12thï Valentine's Dress-up Day 
 
February 15th- Washington Holiday (No School) 
 
February 16th- On-line Registration for Open En-
rollment to High Schools 
 
February 25th- Student vs. Staff Basketball Game, 
3:15 (Gym) 

By: Elisabeth Grove 
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Student Feature 

By: Sylvia Gin and Meghan Yamamoto 

 What do you want to be when you 
grow up? Itôs a simple question many of 
us arenôt sure how to answer, but Annie 
Simpson answered with pride. She is an 
eighth grader here at Sutter Middle and 
hopes to become a novelist when she is 
older. She already 
has a book she 
wrote called Minds 
Eye published which 
is a collection of 3 
stories with strong 
female roles.  
 The publish-
ing of her book was 
supposed to be a 
Christmas gift from 
her mom. ñIt was supposed to be a sur-
prise, but my mom kind of gave it away,ò 
says the young author. ñMy passion is 
writing,ò she tells us. Annie was first in-
spired to write by her mom and sixth 
grade teacher at Golden Elementary 
School. Besides writing books, she also 
likes to read them. She reads all types of 
books including suspense, horror, and 
fantasy.  
 Annieôs favorite subject in school is 
history and she was proud to come to 
Sutter Middle. ñI was one of the top stu-
dents in my sixth grade class and only a 

few students were able to come to Sutter. 
I felt very proud to be one of them,ò she 
explains. She has made many new 
friends here at Sutter.  
 When we asked Annie what she 
would do if she received one million dol-

lars, she told us she 
would fund the 
whale saving pro-
grams because she 
is a big fan of ma-
rine mammals. She 
would also buy her 
mom a beach 
house, something 
she promised she 
would do when she 

was older. Annie says, ñI can be sort of a 
klutz.ò She is a big daydreamer and de-
scribes herself as kind, peaceful, and 
creative.  
 As you can see, there are many 

sides to a person that no one knows 

about. We just learned another side to this 

creative Sutter student, Annie. So, if you 

see her around, donôt 

be afraid to start a con-

versation or shout out 

a friendly ñhey!ò 
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